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The university recognizes that navigating the complexities of immigration is a challenge many in our academic
community face. The information below aims to answer some of your immediate questions and concerns. We will
update this page as we learn more.

Expand All

 

What should Yale community members do if they encounter or witness a representative of an
immigration enforcement agency (ICE) while on campus?

Members of the Yale community who encounter representatives from immigration enforcement agencies should
immediately contact the Yale Police Department (YPD) at (203) 432-4400. You do not have to answer any
questions asked by ICE. You may state that you want to consult an attorney first. Detailed guidance on what to do
when you encounter law enforcement can be found here [1].

 

What should Yale community members do if they encounter or witness a representative of an
immigration enforcement agency (ICE) while off campus?

The following is general information:

1. You do not have to answer questions or sign any documents.
2. If you choose to answer any questions, answer them truthfully.
3. You may speak to a lawyer whom you already know or who is willing to assist you, but the government will

not provide you with a lawyer. You may seek advice from someone who is not an attorney, but your
conversations with that person may not be privileged from disclosure.

4. You do not have to allow ICE access to a private space (such as your home) unless ICE has a signed
judicial warrant.

There are many excellent resources available online advising what to do if you encounter ICE agents while NOT on
campus, and we encourage you to familiarize yourself with those. Several are listed at the end of this FAQ page.

 

Will the university disclose personal information to immigration enforcement, other government
agencies, or foreign governments?¹

The university will not voluntarily allow an immigration enforcement agent or other government officer to access,
review, or obtain a student's or employee’s personal information, academic records, or research that is not publicly
available, without a subpoena or judicial warrant. In the event that federal law requires the university to provide
access to records, the university will notify the individual whose records were accessed unless the university is
prohibited from doing so.

¹ In the instance that a Graduate Worker’s records are accessed, the university will also notify Local 33 in addition
to the Graduate Worker.
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Can immigration agents access campus?²

The university or its agents will not allow immigration enforcement agents to enter any non-public areas where
students or employees work or live without a subpoena or judicial warrant. Non-public areas are those university-
owned or controlled buildings and/or areas that restrict public access. They may include, but are not limited to, all
classrooms, research and teaching labs, offices, dormitories, or housing.

² For Graduate Workers, if such consent is required by federal law, the university will notify Local 33 that access
was granted and for which areas access was granted if permitted by law.

 

What resources are available to international students and scholars as well as the faculty and
staff members with whom they work?

OISS is the primary resource that Yale provides for international students and scholars. Our webpage contains
valuable information and resources. If you cannot find the information you need on our website, please contact 
your designated OISS adviser [2].

When immigration policies change such that international students and scholars, including graduate workers, are
impacted, OISS will update its website and other sources of information. We encourage you to bookmark the 
Immigration Updates [3] page where we will post any immigration actions.

 

Are students and scholars required to provide documentation to the university concerning their
immigration status?

Yes, but only such information or documents required by law and only to those university representatives
authorized to receive them – such as OISS or the university’s I-9 Office. You can access more information about
the I-9 process at I9 Information [4].

 

How can international Yale community members protect themselves while traveling outside
the U.S.?

International students who have questions or concerns about traveling outside the U.S. should contact their
designated OISS adviser [2]. Members of the Yale community are encouraged to register their travel using
the International Toolkit [5] site. They should also review the OISS website for guidance on international travel [6]
and emergency information [7].

International travelers face added scrutiny and enhanced screening at the U.S. ports of entry. The U.S. Customs
and Border Protection (CBP) issued updated information (last modified January 7, 2025) on conducting border
searches of electronic devices [8]. Please note that CBP officers may ask individuals to provide access to phones,
tablets, laptops, and other electronic devices, as well as social media profiles, email, and similar accounts when
entering or exiting the U.S. Please refer to Yale Information Security’s general advice about traveling securely with
electronic devices [9].

 

What assistance will the university provide to students and scholars denied re-entry to the
United States?³

The university will assist international students and scholars denied re-entry to the United States by advising on
resources for immigration assistance and academic options. In such cases, students and scholars should contact
the director of OISS, Ozan Say, at ozan.say@yale.edu [10].

³ If a graduate worker is denied re-entry or their SEVIS record is terminated and they leave the country, they will be
eligible to apply for a 40-day immigration absence as outlined in Article 23, Leaves of Absence, of the Local 33
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collective bargaining agreement.

 

Will the university help me find an immigration attorney??

We have partnered with identified immigration attorneys who can provide short-term legal guidance and assistance
to Yale students and scholars regarding visa, travel, and other immigration issues. If you need legal help, please 
contact your designated OISS adviser [2] for a referral.

If you require ongoing legal assistance, OISS advisers can also help you identify additional assistance.

? Graduate workers may also apply for assistance from the International Fund that Local 33 and the University
agreed to establish. Please see Funds- Local 33 [11] for more information.

 

What happens if a Graduate Worker (GW) loses their authorization to work in the
United States?

In the event that a GW loses their authorization to work in the United States and, as a result, their employment is
terminated, the university will meet with Local 33 and the GW to make reasonable efforts to re-employ the GW for
the following academic term in the event that they regain their authorization to work. If a GW's SEVIS record is
terminated and they are forced to leave the country, they will be eligible to apply for an unpaid leave of absence as
set forth in Article 23, Leaves of Absence, of the Local 33 collective bargaining agreement.
 

Additional Resources

National Immigration Law Center: What to Do if You Are Arrested or Detained by Immigration [12]
Center for Human Rights: Know Your Rights During an ICE Encounter: A Guide for Immigrants [13]
American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) (video): We Have Rights [14]
Immigrant Legal Resource Center: Printable Cards [15]
Informed Immigrant: Know Your Rights Resource Library [16]
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