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FAQs for Scholars (J-1 and H-1B)
Updated August 26, 2020
Will you be coming to Yale this semester? Check out the Arriving at Yale in Spring 2021 page. [1]
In addition to the FAQs below please continue to monitor university and department-specific policy regarding the
fall semester, including the phased Research Reactivation plans [2] and the communication about the Fall
semester [3] from President Salovey and Provost Strobel.
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Getting Help From OISS
The OISS advising staff are working full-time remotely since the International Center is closed. Please contact your
adviser [4] directly to set up a phone call or Zoom appointment. For information on how to obtain updated visa
documentation see below.

J-1 Scholars at Yale Who Are Not Able to Go Home

I planned to end my time at Yale and go home, but now I can’t. What should I do?
Please contact your home country embassy or consulate in the U.S. to let them know your situation. You may use
the website here to find foreign consulates in the U.S. [5]
Also, please work with your Yale host department to see if you can extend your appointment at Yale temporarily.
To extend your DS-2019 for J visa you will need to have extended health insurance, funding at the Yale minimum
levels and an extended academic appointment. The university is committed to assisting international scholars
however we can, including making special arrangements whenever possible.

My department cannot extend my appointment – what should I do?
If you have not already, please contact your OISS adviser. OISS is working with the Office of Postdoctoral Affairs
and various Dean’s Offices in order to explore ways in which the university might allow special extension
provisions. In extreme cases it may be necessary to change visa status, and/or discuss other options with an
immigration attorney. Please start by connecting with your OISS advisor [4].

I have a Short-Term Scholar J visa only good for 6 months, but need more time – what do I do?
In some cases, OISS has been able to petition the U.S. State Department to make a special exception and allow
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Short Term Scholars to change to J-1 Research Scholars, which allow for more time. Please contact your adviser
[4] directly to discuss options. To process this type of request, OISS would need evidence of:

An extended Yale academic appointment
An explanation of how the research or teaching continues the original objective
Extended funding at the same minimum amounts
Extended health insurance
Evidence that travel home is not possible at this time
A payment of $367 to the U.S. State Department (paid by the department or the scholar)

J-1 Scholars at Yale Departing/Returning Home Early
Please coordinate any early departure (leaving before the end of your appointment / DS-2019 end date) with your
Yale department. Once a departure plan has been established, please contact your OISS adviser [4] to confirm so
that we can update your record with the government. It is important to report early departures to prevent difficulties
in returning to the U.S. at a later time.

Continuing J-1 Scholars Working Remotely

Am I allowed to work in the U.S. from my home during the university Phased Reactivation?
If you are working from your home in Connecticut, please check with your department to make sure you are still
permitted to work remotely. This may also need to be approved by the Office of Postdoctoral Affairs. If you are
working remotely in the U.S. but not in Connecticut your department may need to obtain approval from the out-ofstate work location committee.

Am I allowed to work from outside the U.S.?
If you are working from outside the U.S., please check with your department to determine how long this
arrangement may continue. You must contact your adviser to report that you are working remotely from outside the
U.S. in order to keep your J record active. On July 29th, 2020 the U.S. State Department stated that Yale, as an
Exchange Visitor J-1 Program Sponsor, “… may keep an exchange visitor’s SEVIS record “active” until the
exchange visitor is able to return to the United States to continue with his or her original program objectives…”. Any
current J-1 scholar (the above accommodation does not apply to new scholars who have not yet started at Yale)
working from outside the U.S. must have their department obtain approval from the out-of-state work
location committee.

J-1 Scholars Who Have Not Yet Arrived in the U.S.
Note 1: Please review the most recent travel restrictions on the OISS COVID-19 Travel page [6].
Note 2: Please review the Yale Research Reactivition page [7] to current phased re-opening policies.

I am a new scholar invited to come to Yale this fall. What should I do to request a J-1 DS-2019?
Yale departments submit request for new scholars using our OISS Connect system. Scholars are then invited to
enter their information. A DS-2019 is created and mailed out to the new scholar.

I have my DS-2019. What is the latest date I can use it to enter the U.S.?
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You may enter the U.S. with a valid J-1 visa (Canadians are exempt) up until the start date listed on the DS-2019
Form in Section 3. After that date the airport Customs and Border Protection (CBP) agents have discretion whether
or not to allow you to enter the U.S. If you will be arriving after that start date, please contact your Yale department,
and they will request that a new form be sent to you from OISS.

I need to make my travel plans in advance. Can I go ahead and plan on arriving this fall?
Please wait until you have received your DS-2019 form before booking your flight or making your appointment at a
U.S. consulate. Please check with your Yale department about any arrival plans, as well as the self-quarantine
protocols [3].

I had to delay my arrival, do I need a new DS-2019?
If your arrival to the U.S. will be later than the start date on Section 3 of your DS-2019, then OISS needs to provide
you with a new form. Please contact your Yale department, and they will request a new form.

If my arrival has been delayed, do I need to apply for a new J visa stamp?
As long as the J visa has not expired by the time you enter the U.S. you do not need to apply to a U.S. embassy for
a new J visa.

Can I begin my Yale appointment remotely from outside the U.S. ?
At present the university does not allow new scholars (never been at Yale) to begin their Yale appointment from
outside the U.S. There may be exceptions to this policy, so please check with your host department directly.

If I have decided to not come to Yale, is there anything I need to do?
Yes, please notify your Yale department, and send an email to Nathan Duddles [8].

J-1 Scholars Arriving or Returning to Campus

I just recently arrived in the U.S. with my new J-1 status. What should I do now?
If you are arriving for the first time, or returning to the Yale campus after being outside of the U.S. you are expected
to self-quarantine in your home for 14 days before entering any Yale facility. Please check with your host
department at Yale to learn about specific protocols and resources in your workplace. Some of the resources and
procedures listed below may require your review prior to entering any Yale facilities.

COVID-19 Testing [9]
Workplace Guidance [10]
Daily Health Check [11] (before entering Yale buildings)
Yale Research Reactivation Phases [2]
Health and Safety Guidelines [12]
Faculty and Staff Expectations [13]
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In addition, please report your U.S. address and phone number [14] and submit a New Scholar Check-in request in
your OISS Connect account [15]. If you have any questions, email Nathan Duddles. [16] You will be invited to
attend a virtual OISS orientation once we have collected your immigration documents.

H-1B and O-1 Employees

I am a new Yale employee, do I need to do anything with OISS?
New H-1B and O-1 employees should have been contacted by their OISS adviser and completed an OISS
orientation, or received orientation information. Your department should be able to assist you in completing a new
I-9 Form. You will need to sign up for health insurance benefits in your first 30 days by logging in to Workday.
Please contact your OISS adviser if you have any questions during your on-boarding process. Welcome to Yale!

H-1B and O-1 Employees Needing an Extension of Time
Please notify OISS at least 6 months in advance of any change of employment or need for an extension of visa
status. Unfortunately an O-1 or H-1B extension [17] is no quicker than a new petition, which takes about four
months when there are no disruptions in the government. Given that we are now facing many changes to
procedures related to COVID-19 it is best that scholars discuss options with their OISS adviser [18] directly.

Source URL: https://oiss.yale.edu/covid-19-resources/for-scholars/faqs-for-scholars-j-1-and-h-1b
Links:
[1] https://oiss.yale.edu/covid-19-resources/arriving-at-yale-in-spring-2021
[2] https://research.yale.edu/phase-1-research-reactivation
[3] https://covid19.yale.edu/announcements/fall-2020
[4] https://oiss.yale.edu/about/connect-with-oiss
[5] https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/consularnotification/ConsularNotificationandAccess.html
[6] https://oiss.yale.edu/covid-19-information/international-travel-for-international-students-and-scholars
[7] https://research.yale.edu/covid-19-information-faculty-and-researchers
[8] &#109;&#97;&#105;&#108;&#116;&#111;&#58;&#110;&#97;&#116;&#104;&#97;&#110;&#46;&#100;&#117;&#
100;&#100;&#108;&#101;&#115;&#64;&#121;&#97;&#108;&#101;&#46;&#101;&#100;&#117;
[9] https://covid19.yale.edu/health-safety-guidelines/screening-program/screening-program-faculty-staff-andgraduate-and
[10] https://your.yale.edu/work-yale/covid-19-workplace-guidance
[11] https://dailyhealthcheck.yale.edu/web-survey
[12] https://covid19.yale.edu/health-safety-guidelines#block-block-100
[13] https://covid19.yale.edu/health-safety-guidelines/statement-expectations-faculty-and-staff
[14] https://oiss.yale.edu/immigration/j-1-scholars/maintaining-legal-status/report-your-address
[15] https://connect.oiss.yale.edu/index.cfm?FuseAction=scholarportal.department#/login
[16] &#109;&#97;&#105;&#108;&#116;&#111;&#58;&#110;&#97;&#116;&#104;&#97;&#110;&#46;&#100;&#117;&
#100;&#100;&#108;&#101;&#115;&#64;&#121;&#97;&#108;&#101;&#46;&#101;&#100;&#117;?subject=New%20S
cholar%20Arrival%20Documents
[17] https://oiss.yale.edu/immigration/h-1b-temporary-worker/scholar-overview/application-instructions/extensions
[18] https://oiss.yale.edu/about/contact-oiss

Page 4 of 4

